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Speech for the Guest of Honour during the 31st Amref Health Africa Graduation, December 11, 2017
Esteemed graduands, parents, guardians, families and friends, 
Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to join you at this auspicious occasion of the 31st Amref Health Africa graduation ceremony.  I wish to congratulate Amref Health Africa for this great accomplishment. Similarly, my congratulations to the men and women who are graduating  today, their families, friends and supporters. 
It is indeed a great pleasure and honour to have been invited to share this grand occasion with you. A graduation day like this one is a day of celebration, hope and great expectations.  I join with this 31st graduation congregation in commending the faculty and the Amref Health Africa management for the great academic achievements made.
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is the desire of the Ministry of Education to have a seamless working relationship with other sectors in this country, including the Ministry of Health. My ministry strongly supports and encourages partnerships between the arms of Government, development partners and the Civil Society. We strive to build synergy in our development endeavours for the common good of the people we serve. My ministry is also committed to Public Private Partnerships to ensure there is quality training at all levels of education. In this regard, we have put in place policies and institutions to safeguard quality and ensure effective governance of the Education Sector. Therefore, the various health professions, regulatory bodies and other education sector governance institutions will become natural partners and collaborators of the Amref International Training Centre and its successor, the newly established Amref International University (AMIU).
It is indeed commendable that today, as the  Amref International Training Centre (AITC) transitions  to  Amref International University (AMIU) an additional 560 health professionals with diplomas and certificates  in community health, nursing, midwifery and other fields  of continuing professional  development  are graduating   to bolster the health workforce in Kenya and beyond. There is no doubt that these health professionals have acquired the necessary knowledge, skills and competencies to effectively play their role in the health sector of this country.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would now like to take this opportunity to heartily congratulate Amref Health Africa for the newly established Amref International University (AMIU) through the letter of Interim Authority that my office issued on 1st August 2017, upon the recommendation of the Commission of University Education (CUE).. I applaud the Group CEO Dr Githinji Gitahi and the Amref Health Africa International Board for being visionary, courageous and responsive to the needs of our African peoples.. I have no doubt that AMIU will transform the training of health workers in Kenya and the African continent as a whole.   

The continent has a shortfall of more than 1,2 million health workers. We need to increase the health workforce by 130% to meet the health needs of our people. The establishment of the Amref International University is therefore timely and will positively contribute towards closing this gap, building on Amref’s decades of experience in training and health development work. Amref Health Africa is a strong brand, and I believe that the trust and respect you have earned in your 60 years of existence and 40 years of training will help you to build great strategic partnerships to provide quality, world-class university health training.  I wish you success as you embark on your journey of building a world class University.
The Education Sector is undergoing a global revolution. As Amref continues to engage in education and training of health workers, you must also continue to lead in the adoption of the latest and relevant pedagogical innovations to expand your reach beyond the confines of this compound to other counties in Kenya and the rest of the continent. 
Thousands of health workers look up to Amref International University to reach them through in-service training and Continuing Medical Education. Your experience in eLearning programmes and mLearning will play a central role in design and delivery of world class undergraduate and postgraduate academic courses.  I know that Amref has four decades of training health workers, However I must hasten to remind the University management to cultivate both local and international institutional linkages and partnerships to learn from and benchmark. It is through such linkages and partnerships that we will build strong and dynamic academic institutions. 
Finally, Graduands, you have done yourselves, your families and all of us congregated here today very proud. I wish you successful vocations, not just careers. Remember a vocation is a calling. Continue learning as you serve humanity. Dare to be different by raising the bar beyond where you find it. Serve with humility, diligence, integrity and vitality. When challenges come, remember that anchored deep within you is the ability to learn and grow. For those who wish to pursue further studies to higher levels, you now have the Amref International University!
Congratualations Once Again!

Thank you All.
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